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Dear Unit Leaders,  
 

Thank you for choosing Bashore Scout Reservation this year! I am pleased to welcome 
you this summer, and will do everything in my power to make your camping experience the best it 
can be. I know how important summer camp is to the Scouting program and to your Troop. 
Summer camp offers many opportunities for earning merit badges, rank advancement, and 
learning and perfecting Scouting skills. Camp also provides opportunities for personal growth, 
brotherhood and camaraderie, and connection with the outdoors. Of course, camp is also a time 
for fun and games, too! 
 

At Bashore, our staff is committed to providing quality programs, valuable learning 
experiences, and a fun and exciting environment. As well, we are open to suggestions for 
improvement. Should you have any ideas for ways in which we can better serve you, or any input 
on what you would like to see at Bashore, please let me know. It is my desire that Scouts and 
leaders walk away from Bashore fully satisfied and more advanced in their Scouting paths. 

 
This leaderôs guide should give you a comprehensive view of what we have to offer here at 

camp. Each year we revise and improve this guide, based upon your recommendations and our 
experiences. The same thing can be said of our program and camp operation. We take your 
comments and suggestions seriously, and whenever possible, incorporate them into our planning 
for the next season.  
 

As you peruse this guide, be sure to check out the information about camp facilities, 
operations, policies and procedures, and schedules. As well, you will find plenty to read about 
Bashoreôs diverse programs and activities, all designed to help advance Scouts and provide them 
with rich experiences. Be sure to take a look at the checklists and familiarize yourself with whatôs 
available to you at Bashore. Of course, should you have any lingering questions, feel free to 
contact me by email or phone (see below). Please take the time to read through the guidebook, 
and also check the website. If thereôs anything we did not address thoroughly enough, donôt 
hesitate to ask for clarification.  

 
Thanks again! See you around camp!  

 

 

Ryan Stewart 
 

 

Camp phone (during camping season): 717-865-4583  
Cell phone (available after 4 pm): 717 -222-0332  
Email (available anytime): ryangibsonstewart@hotmail.com 

 Boy Scouts of America  ~ P ennsylvania Dutch Council  

Bashore Scout Reservation  
 

Ryan Stewart ,  Camp Director  
160 Moonshine Road ~ Jonestown, PA  17038  

(717) 222-0332 Cell 

(717) 865-4583 Camp    (717) 865-2793 Fax 
E-mail address: ryangibsonstewart@hotmail.com 
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Camp Philosophy  
  
The goal of Scouting is to develop desirable character, personal fitness, and citizenship skills in 
young people. One of the ways the Pennsylvania Dutch Council, BSA does this is through an 
integrated summer camp program.  
  
The council's approach to camping is to start Cub Scouts in day camp and family camp 
experiences and then to gradually increase the amount of time a boy is in resident camp from 
three days to five days. After a progressive Cub Scout camp experience a boy will be ready to 
attend a full week of Boy Scout summer camp program.  
  
Whether a boy is camping in a Cub Scout or Boy Scout program, he will be attending an 
accredited camp that has a fully trained staff. Our camps also supplement the regular staff with 
the volunteer leaders who come to camp with th e boys. These leaders bring skills and talents 
that enable the council to provide a more diversified program.  
  
The council strives to help a boy learn to participate in age -appropriate programs which will 
maximize his camp experience by encouraging him to do activities as an individual, as a member 
of a patrol, and finally as a member of a Troop. The council recognizes the fact that the strength 
of its programs is based solely on the strength of the individual Troops. The strength of the units 
attending camp will continue to build a quality program which will meet the needs of units and 
youth members for years to come.  
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BASHORE YESTERDAY:  
 
In 1946, John S. Bashore, a well-known Lebanon businessman 
and philanthropist, recognized the need for a  permanent camp for 
the boys and girls of Lebanon County.  He purchased and donated 
a tract of land known as the Fahler Farm. It consisted of 140 
wooded and 110 cleared acres with a stream, large barn and 
farmhouse along with several outbuildings. In 1947 the first Boy 
Scout Summer encampment was held on the site. Scoutmasters 
provided the program, and the dining hall consisted of a large 
surplus tent with a wooden floor. The lake and dining hall were 
not built until the early 50's. The first camping season  was two 
weeks long, and served approximately 100 Scouts and leaders.  
  

In the first few decades, the vision and financial help of men like Vernon Bishop, H. Roy Kohl, 
and Brigadier General Clair Stouffer brought to fruition the dream of Mr. Bashore.  Ove r the 
years, with assistance provided by organizations such as the Lebanon Rotary Club and the 
Friends of Camp Bashore, and a countless number of dedicated volunteers, Bashore Scout 
Reservation has grown and evolved into one of the finest camps in the country.   
  
BASHORE TODAY: 

 
Bashore Scout Reservation has grown to over 400 acres of mainly wooded land, with an 
extensive network of hiking trails, 5.5 acre lake, Olympic sized swimming pool, state -of-the-art 
dining hall, shooting ranges, shower facilities, and several buildings and pavilions used for winter 
camping accommodations.   
  
Today a staff of 45-50 serves more than 90 troops over a 7-week season, amounting to more 
than 1800 campers and leaders from all over the eastern United States. In the "off sea son" the 
camp serves more than 2500 Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, church youth groups and other organized 
groups.   
  
The Pennsylvania Dutch Council has recently completed a major capital campaign to further 
improve both Camp Bashore and JE Mack Scout Reservation, as well as establish an endowment 
fund to ensure the continued growth, development, and maintenance needs of each camp in the 
future.   

 
As time goes on, Bashore Scout Reservation continues to grow and improve making it one of the 
premier camps in the region. 
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 The Legend of Joseph Johns  

  
Joseph Johns was born into slavery on a corn and cotton plantation in Fauquier County, Virginia, 
in 1794.  At the age of 49, he fled northward to Pennsylvania, with two other slaves in 1843.  
They traveled mostly in the darkness of night, crawling on hands and knees, and slept during the 
day, so they would not be discovered. They had to swim or wade across every lake, river and 
stream because to use a bridge would be too dangerous. There were many bounty hunters at the 
time, anxious to capture runaway slaves and return them to the masters for a reward.   
  
Eventually he met up with John Fahler who owned the farm that has now become Bashore Scout 
Reservation near Greenpoint, PA.  Mr. Fahler gave him permission to construct a small hut and 

live on his property in exchange for help on his farm.  The hut was constructed of Oak and Birch 
logs, in an Indian tepee style, with its walls packed with mud and leaves to keep out the 
weather. It was reported to  be twelve feet in diameter and thirteen feet tall. It had a wooden 
door, but no windows. It was heated by a small woodstove. Nearby were two springs which still 
flow today. He lived off the land, hunting and fishing. He primarily made his money by working  
for the local farmers and selling charcoal that he made for the local iron furnaces and railroad. 
There are approximately twelve charcoal "flats" on the mountainside that are still visible.  

  
He lived in solitude up on the mountainside until his death on  February 7, 1906. Because no 
official birth records were kept of slaves, there is a chance that he could have been older than 
112 when he died.  He remembered the War of 1812 in great detail.  In an interview shortly 
before his death, he recollected, how he, a boy of 10 years old watched George Washington's 
funeral train pass through the town where he lived.  If this were true he would have been about 
117 years old at the time of his death.    
  
The original site of his hut can still be visited. Over the y ears since the Fahler Farm became 
Bashore Scout Reservation, the hut has been rebuilt several times by the Scouts as service 
projects. During the reconstruction, several artifacts were discovered such as broken pottery and 
a hand made mule shoe.  In 1994 a  stone memorial was erected at the entrance of the camp by 
the Lebanon County Historical Society to preserve the amazing legend of "Old Black Joe".   
During your stay at Camp Bashore you can learn more details about this local legend, as well as 
visit the old homestead on top of the mountain.   
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DIRECTIONS TO 
BASHORE SCOUT 

RESERVATION:  
 
  
The camp can be 
reached by several 
different routes and is 
easily accessible from 
major highways and 
interstates. To use 
MAPQUEST, type in: 
Moonshine Road, 
Greenpoint, P A for 
your destination 
information.   
  
(MAPQUEST shows  
our physical street 
address  as Swatara 
State Park)  
  

  
  

  
From ROUTE 72  - take Route 72 North through the city of Lebanon. After passi ng through the 
city, remain on Rt. 72 for approximately 14 miles.  Pass through the towns of Ebenezer, 
Jonestown, and Lickdale. After passing through the intersection at Lickdale begin looking for 
signs for Rout 443 West. This will be a left -hand turn onto Moonshine Road. Follow Rt. 443 West 

(Moonshine Road) for 2 miles, camp is located on the left hand side.   
  
From ROUTE 934 - This road can be accessed via Route 322 or 422.  Take route 934 North 
through the town  of Annville, continue to follow North towards Fort Indiantown Gap Military 
Reservation. When you go through the Route 81 interchange, remain in the left lane and look for 
the intersection of Asher Miner Road. (There is a Mobil Gas Station called Funck's Mini Mart & 
Restaurant on the right.)  At Asher Miner Road, turn left and follow to next stop sign. Proceed 

straight ahead onto Rt. 443 East. Follow route 443 East (also called Moonshine Road)   
for approximately 4 miles, camp entrance is on the right side. If for some reason you miss the 
Asher Miner road, keep going straight through Fort Indiantown Gap, and into t he town of 
Lickdale. At the traffic light, turn  left and proceed as if following the Route 72 directions.  
  
From ROUTE 81 - NORTH OR SOUTH- Take exit 85 (Fort Indiantown Gap Exit) at the bottom of 

the ramp, turn right onto Route 934 North and get into left  lane. At the Funck's Mobil Mini Mart & 
Restaurant, turn left onto Asher Miner Road. Follow balance of directions for Route 934 listed 
above.   
  
From ROUTE 76 - PA Turnpike - Take the Lebanon exit and at the top of the exit ramp (traffic 
light) turn left onto route 72 North.  Route 72 and 322 split. If you stay in the left lane, follow 
directions for 934 North. If you get into the right lane, follow the directions for Route 72 North.  
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2010 CAMP FEES 
 $265.00 per Scout if paid by May 15

th
. After that date, the fee is $280.00 

 $110.00 per adult leaderðThere is a pro-rated scale that allows two or more leaders to 
attend FREE based upon the total number of boys attending. (Minimum Troop size to 
take advantage of the free leader policy is five Scouts) 

 $215.00 Encore Camper feeðfor those Scouts attending more than one week of summer 
campðthis includes NYLT, Eagle Academy, and Summer High Adventure Base 
Participants. (After May 15

th
- Encore Fee is $230.00)  

 $25.00 Site reservation fee is required for each patrol site (holds about 10 people) 
reserved. This fee covers any administration costs associated with your reservation and 
does not apply towards your total camp fee.  

 

HOW TO REGISTER / SIGN UP YOUR TROOP 
 
STEP ONE:  
Request a reservation form at either the Camp Office, or the Council Office. When filling out this 
form we need to know which session of camp you want to attend, which campsite you prefer, the 
meal method you want, and your best estimate of the number of Scouts and Leaders who will be 
attending. It is also important to designate one person who will act as the primary contact person 
between your unit and the Council. This person will receive all correspondence such as payment 
instructions, reminders of Leader Meetings, and any program changes or updates.  
 
Submit the reservation form along with payment of $25 per patrol site that you are requesting. (A 
single patrol site holds 10 persons). For example, if you are planning on having 15 boys and 3 
leaders, the total campers would be 18, so you would need to reserve 2 patrol sites.  You will 
then receive confirmation that your reservation has been processed and locked-in.  
 

STEP TWO:  
A few months before camp starts, you will receive a packet of information regarding payments of 
camp fees. The first payment due is a $25 per boy non-refundable deposit towards his camp fee. 
Please be as accurate as possible in your projections, as these numbers are used by us to plan 
meals, accommodations, and purchase program materials. Sometimes we also use these 
numbers to make adjustments to campsite assignments. The deadline for this payment is March 
15

th. 
If the deadline is missed, the campsite you reserved may be assigned to another unit on the 

waiting list.  
 

STEP THREE: 
Attend the Pre-Camp Leader Meeting and confirm your numbers with the Camp Director or 
Business Manager. Final Payment is due by May 15

th
 in order to receive the early-payment 

discount. After that date the fee goes up by $25 per person. If you have any changes in your 
roster after the May 15

th
 deadline, the Camp Director should be contacted to verify that space is 

still available.  Please do not assume that it is OK to just show up the day of check-in with an 
extra Scout or two.  
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Mail:   
Our camp has daily mail service. Incoming mail is distributed to the campsite's mailbox/folder 
located in the President's Room.  Outgoing mail should be deposited in the Presidentôs Room 
mailbox by 10:00am daily.   
  
Mail should be addressed as follows:  

  
Bashore Scout Reservation  
c/o (Scout Name, Troop #)  
160 M oonshine Road  
Jonestown, PA 17038 -8137   
  

Parents sending mail or postcards are reminded that anything mailed after Wednesday may not 
arrive in time for their son to receive it.  We will make every attempt to deliver mail, however, 
mail that is undeliverable, or without a proper address will be marked "Return to Sender" after all 
attempts have failed.  Packages will not be returned unless sender pays for shipping.   
   

 

Phones:  
The phone number in the camp office at Camp Bashore is (717) 865 -4583  and our Fax number 
is (717) 865 -2793 . These lines are available only for official camp business and must be kept 
open for emergencies. There is no pay-phone available at Camp Bashore, due to the increased 
coverage areas and popularity of cell phones.    
  
Messages : Phone messages will be placed in the unitôs mailbox, unless marked URGENT, then 
all attempts will be made to get it to the unit as soon as possible. 
  
Cell Phone Use : Unit leaders who need to keep in contact with home or office are encouraged 
to make use of their personal cell phones.  In order to curb potential homesickness problems as 

well as lessening disruption for the total camping experience, we strongly recommend that 
units adopt a policy prohibiting Scouts from bringing their own phones to camp.   
  

 
Camp Office :   
The camp offices are located in the Presidentôs Room of the ñBarnò which is our multi-purpose 

building. There is an information desk in the Presidentôs Room which is manned by a staff 
member to answer phones, questions, and provide assistance, information, and forms which you 
may need while in camp. This is also where Scouts and leaders can requisition Frisbees, 
Volleyball, and Horseshoes to participate in some of the individual activities. The Camp Director 
and Program Director office can be accessed through the Presidentôs Room as well.   
  
Office Hours: The office is open during all program times with the exception of meal times and 

ñSiestaò.   
  
Lost and Found  - Articles found should be deposited at the Camp Office. Unclaimed items will 
either be thrown away or donated to a clothing bank at the end of the camping season. We will 
make every attempt to return an item to its rightful owner. Valuable items will be locked up in 
the camp office; other items will be in the "Lost and Found" box in the President's Room.  
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CAMP TRADING POST:  
As a service to campers, a fully stocked Trading Post 
is operated at camp. Among the items for sale, are 
materials and kits needed for handicraft merit 
badges, books, merit badge pamphlets, Camp 
Bashore souvenirs (hats, t -shirts, patches, 
sweatshirts, etc.) camping equipment, batteries, 
personal hygiene items, stamps and much, much, 
more.   
    A snack bar is available in the afternoon and 
evening hours. It offers candy, snacks, ice cream, 

Popsicles, hot dogs, hamburgers, pizza, slush-puppies, soft pretzels, bottled water and soda and 
many other items too numerous to mention.   
   This year (2010), the Trading Post becomes one of our new program areas.  Salesmanship and 
Communications merit badges will be offered there. 
 
UNIT CRACKERBARREL ITEMS: These may also be ordered and picked up at the trading post 
during normal hours of operation. Hot dogs, marshmallows, sômores, watermelon, ice cream 
sundae fixings, chips, and pretzels are some of the items we stock.  However, itôs always best to 
check ahead if you plan to have a crackerbarrel to make sure that these (or other) items are on 
hand. 
 

PAY WITH:   Cash, Troop or Personal Check, or for added convenience, we 
now accept VISA and Master Card (a $5 minimum transaction is required).    
  
PRE-CAMP PAYMENT FORM: We encourage unit leaders to pre -pay for the items boys need 
for their merit badges, pay for Family Night Meals, Souvenir Photos, and Other Special Program 
Fees no later than two weeks prior to arrival at ca mp. Those orders will be filled and available on 
check-in day, as supplies last.  

 
HOW MUCH MONEY SHOULD MY SCOUTS BRING TO CAMP?  Past sales trends have 
shown us that the average Scout spends approximately $35-40 per week in the Trading Post. 
Please make sure that your Scouts or unit are prepared by reviewing the costs of program 
materials, special activities, troop photos, as well as souvenirs and snacks prior to attending 
camp. We recommend that unit leaders be aware of Scouts carrying large sums of money and 
offer to hold it for them. This will avoid disappointment in the event the money is misplaced, lost 
or stolen.   

   

SOUVENIR PHOTOS: When your troop arrives in Camp on Sunday afternoon, a 
photographer will be available to take a souvenir group photo  of your troop. The cost 
of each 8òx10ò Color print is $7.00 and can either be pre-paid on your Pre-Camp 
Order Form, or else during the check-out process on Friday afternoon.   
 

COUNCIL SCOUT SHOP:  We do stock Scout socks and belts, but for uniform parts like shirts 
and shorts we suggest that parents use the Scout Shop at the PA Dutch Council Service Center 
which is located at 630 Janet Avenue, Suite B114, Lancaster, PA.  The phone number is (717) 
394-4063.   

Regular Hours of Operation: 
Mon, Tue, Thu, and Fri  9:00am - 5:00pm  

       Wed    9:00am - 7:00pm  
Summer Hours (after June 1): 

Mon through Fri  8:00am - 4:30pm 


